Crick Woodlands entomological notes

Having been asked to look at the insects in the Crick woodlands I thought it might be of
interest to mention on a monthly basis some of the more easily noticed insects that visitors
might see there.
By the way, just in case you wonder who is this person telling us about insects, I am a
retired university academic now living in Crick who has spent 40 odd years teaching and
carrying out research on insects, both in the UK and the tropics.
May/June 2019

Like me, insects like warmth and so some of the best places to see insects is in sunny
glades or places of dappled sunlight in the woodlands, where the wind in minimal. Walking
in Under Cracks Hill (UCH) from the car park
several insects are quite abundant on the
vegetation between the path and the brook.
One of the most obvious is the Red and
Black Froghopper, about 1cm long, called
Cercopis vulnerata. These are adults but the
nymphs feed on roots underground. They
should be around until about August.
The large leaved dock plants in this area
have quite a few metallic green beetles on
them, smaller males and larger females,

often mating. These Green Dock Beetles,
called Gastrophysa viridula, belong to a large
family of leaf eating beetles. Both the adults
and the larvae feef on the leaves of docks.
The females have vastly swollen abdomens
full of eggs ready to be laid.

You might notice a daddy long legs or
cranefly flying about. These are quite
often associated with autumn but Tipula
vittata is around now. It has distinctive
black line down the length of each wing
and a whitish area at the wingtip. It likes
boggy areas but I have seen it away from
the brook, up in the Millennium wood. Its
larvae feed on plant roots.

In the Millennium Wood the insects are generally more hidden but flying along the
pathways you might catch a glimpse of a white
butterfly. This could be the Orange tip,
Anthocharis cardamines, Green veined White,
Pieris napi, or the Marbled White, Melanargia
galathea butterflies. They are all white butterflies
but with orange, green or black markings
respectively. The brown butterfly flying at the
moment is the Speckled Wood.

Over on the path down the far south
side of the wood there are presently
some remarkable small day flying
moths. These are longhorn moths.
The Yellow Barred Longhorn, Nemophora degeerella, has a metallic brassy colouration, a
yellow band across the wing and with long, in the case of the males extremely long black
antennae (more than 3 x length of the body), with light coloured ends. The males dance in
the sunlight to attract the females.

