Crick woodlands entomological notes -August/September 2019
With storms forecast for the end of the week I have had a look at the Woodland insects just before
the wind and rain is due.
The butterfly line up has changed since last month. By far the commonest small brown and orange
butterfly now is the Gatekeeper (Pyronia tithonus). Superficially like a smallish Meadow brown it
has more brown on the upper wing surface and crucially two white points in the black spot on
either side of the wing tip, not a single white point as in the Meadow Brown (see photo in last
month’s notes).

The Marbled whites have gone and the Large Cabbage White (Pieris brassicae) is now the
common white buttterfly on the wing. The other addition is the small fast flying Common Blue
(Polyommatus icarus) (below) which feeds from the flowers of clovers, thistles and trefoils.
What I didn’t see, but expected, were Painted Ladies
(Vannessa carduii). They are now in my Crick garden and
there are plenty of thistles, their larval food plant, in the
woodlands. These amazing butterflies migrate up from
Africa each year, passing through the UK on their way to
Scandinavia and then return as the northern areas get
cooler in the autumn. They will be refuelling with nectar,
which is why Buddleja is so attarctive to butterflies. There
are not too many flowering plants available in the
woodlands now especially as most of the wild meadow
flowers have finished.
The other butterflies have been there for
at least a month, Meadow browns,
looking rather greyer and washed out, the
occasional skipper and now more
commonly the Speckled Wood (Parange
aegeria).

Walking around one notices ‘things’ jumping out of your way. They are difficult to see as these
meadow grasshoppers (Chorthippus parallelus) are grass coloured. Females have short wings
and males wings reach to the ends
of the abdomen.
Flies are much in evidence. The
large umbelliferous flowers of the
parsley family are magnets for
them. In this photo (right) the
central brownish fly is Pollenia
rudis, whose larvae are parasitic
on earthworms. This fly often
comes into our homes to
overwinter and can be found in
clusters in lofts hence their
common name Cluster flies. The
green stripy ‘fly’ to the right is a
sawfly, related to bees and wasps,
called Rhogogaster viridis. Its
larvae feed on Alder trees amongst
others. The other flies on the umbel are species of
Sarcophaga whose larvae feed on dead animals.
They are variable in size but easy to identify with
their stripy waistcoats and chequered abdomens.
There are also
many
Greenbottles
(Lucilia),
whose larvae
also feed on
dead animals.

Several bee mimicking hoverflies are also seen on the flowers feeding on nectar and pollen. This
one is Eristalis pertinax, easily confused
with a honey bee.
The bristly red sided flies below are
Eriothrix rufomaculata. These are parasitic

as larvae on the young stages of the small light
coloured grass moths which commonly also fly up
was you walk around the woods

In the millennium wood the oak trees are beginning
to show the effects of attack by some tiny parasitic wasps. These wasps cleverly mimic the oak’s
growth hormones to cause cells to divide to produce specifically shaped galls. Two are present at
the moment although oak has quite a number of
different parasitic wasp galls.
On the leaves small reddish doughnut shapes
structures are forming on the underside of leaves.
within them the larvae of Neuroterus numismalis are
developing.(left)

The other gall forms on the developing cups
of acorns and are called Knopper galls. (right)
These are caused by the wasp Andricus
quercuscalicis, and it first arrived in this
country in the 1960s. Since then it has rapidly
spread northwards so that it is in all parts of
the country now. It reduces the numbers of
acorns anoak tree can produce.
Finally for this month two non insectan observations.
On several of the evergreen trees, eg. holly and yew, in the jubilee wood you can see large webs
which go down into a densely woven tough funnel. These belong to a sizeable spider which is
related to the large house spiders (Tegenaria domestica) that get trapped in the bath. It is called

Agelena labyrinthica. The web impedes flying insects and the spider rushes out and drags it into
the funnel to be consumed at leisure.
The other observation is to do with the Crick school insect hotel in the north corner of the Under
Crick Hill area near the
stream. It is clearly been
disturbed, with something
digging out the grass or
hay which makes up part
of the pallet stack. The top
is covered with droppings,
which are characteristically
ovoid in shape (see
below). This is shape is
typical of the vole family.
So it would seem that this
insect hotel has been
invaded by field voles
(Microtus sp.)

